Combined modality therapy for advanced head and neck cancer.
Seventy-five patients with stage III and IV squamous cell cancer of the head and neck, previously untreated, had two courses of chemotherapy with cis-platinum, Oncovin and bleomycin, followed by radical surgery, radiotherapy or both. Response to chemotherapy (complete and partial) was high (80 percent). In 36 patients radical surgery became possible. The overall survival improved statistically in patients who achieved complete or partial response to chemotherapy compared with those who had minimal or no response. Patients with well to moderately well differentiated cancer, or stage III disease, had a statistically better prognosis than patients with poorly differentiated cancer, or stage IV disease.